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TABLES AND FIGURES 

Table 1. Social policy indicators (years 2005-2018) 

Note: 1 Introduction of Old-Age Pension Scheme and Long-Term Care Insurance. 2 Introduction of Basic Pension 

Scheme. 3 Reform of National Basic Livelihood Security System. 

Source: OECD (2021) 

 

 

Year 
Social expenditure 

(US $ per capita) 

Pension-based cash 

benefits (Mill. KRW) 

In-kind benefits (Mill. 

KRW) 

Beds in residential 

LTC facilities 

2005 1 644 8 912 620 904 791 29 963 

2006 1 961 9 944 643 1 150 608 40 589 

2007 2 090 11 218 829 1 496 287 51 310 

20081 2 289 15 058 990 1 380 501 70 215 

2009 2 550 17 783 121 1 389 149 90 775 

2010 2 639 19 755 803 1 257 200 118 867 

2011 2 700 21 367 532 1 261 270 125 305 

2012 2 931 24 051 817 1 550 843 133 629 

2013 3 190 25 797 461 1 593 564 139 939 

20142 3 407 29 650 242 1 635 420 151 200 

20153 3 653 34 968 090 1 572 189 160 115 

2016 3 836 37 498 586 1 901 581 167 899 

2017 4 041 40 607 625 2 385 418 170 926 

2018 4 427 44 336 224 2 707 332 177 318 
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Table 2. Gendered organization of intergenerational solidarity (values in %) 

Financial support 

  Frequency   

  2008 2018   

  Sons Daughters Sons Daughters 
Difference1 

(2018-2008) 
t-value2 

Coresidence levels 40.6 32.8 26.7 18.9 -13.9 -12,400** 

Non-

coresiding 

Regularly offered 

to parents 
12.2 6.3 11.0 7.0 -1.2 -0,760 

Occasionally 

offered to 

parents 

39.9 48.4 48.3 52.5 8.4 6,704** 

Regularly 

received from 

parents 

6.5 5.0 2.0 0.4 -4.5 -6,217** 

Occasionally 

received from 

parents 

7.2 5.3 5.5 3.8 -1.7 -3,781** 

Coresiding 

Offered to 

parents 
21.2 20.3 20.5 17.6 -0.7 -1,847 

Received from 

parents 
44.5 45.1 16.2 13.5 -28.3 -12,422** 

Practical support 

  2006 2016   

  Sons Daughters Sons Daughters Difference t-value 

Children to 

own parents 

Provision of 

support 
90.5 90.1 92.9 90.1 2.4 1,206* 

Regularly3 29.4 28.8 29.8 39.5 0.4 0,074 

Occasionally 70.6 71.2 70.2 60.5 - - 

Children to 

parents-in-

law 

Provision of 

support 
82.8 90.6 78.5 91.1 -4.3 -1,048* 

Regularly3 8,9 33.2 7.5 20.4 -1.4 -0,441 

Occasionally 91.1 66.8 92.5 79.6 - - 

Notes: 1 Measured as the difference in the respective solidarity transfer between 2018 and 2008 (financial transfers) or in 

2016 and 2006 (practical support transfers) from the perspective of sons. 2 Difference in outcomes for sons across 2008 and 

2018 is tested. 3 Regularly: calculated from all respondents that provided support and provide such support 'very often' or 

'often'. 

Source: KloSA, wave 2 and 7, KGSS (2006, 2016). 

Significance level: * p<0.05, ** p<0.001, t-test for mean differences, two-tailed. 
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Figure 1. Development of public social expenditures in percentages of GDP (years 1980-2019) 

Source: OECD (2021) 

 

 

Figure 2. Intergenerational norms. 

Source: Social Survey (KNSO 2008, 2018), OECD (2021). 
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Figure 3. Transfers of money from and to children (percentage of dyads). 

Source: KloSA, wave 1-7, OECD (2021) own calculations, weighted. 

Correlation results between social expenditure and outcomes (solidarity behaviour): Non-coresiding: r2 = 0,38 

(regular, upward), r2 = -0,47+ (occasional, upward), r2 = -0,73* (regular, downward), r2 = -0,28 (occasional, 

downward); coresiding: r2 = 0,33 (upward), r2 = -0,87** (downward) 

Significance level: + p<0.1 * p<0.05, ** p<0.01 

 

 

Introduction of LTCI and Old-Age 

Pension Scheme 
Basic Pension Scheme 
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Figure 4. Practical support from and to children. 

Note: Intense practical support is measured as a share of provided practical support (help and care) very often 

or often. Transfers of practical support between child-parent dyads are for first children only. Both married and 

unmarried children are considered here. 

Source: KGSS (2006, 2016), weighted. 

T-test for mean differences between 2006 and 2016 (t-values, two-tailed) likelihood: -0.97 (upward, own 

children), 1.63* (downward, own children), -0,74 (upward, in-law), -1,19* (downward, in-law); intense: -2.49** 

(upward, own children), 1.57 (downward, own children), -2.68** (upward, in-law), -1.02* (downward, in-law) 

Significance level: * p<0.05, ** p<0.001. 
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Figure 5. Changes in solidarity norms (responsibility assigned to children). 

Source: Korean Social Survey (2008, 2012, 2018) 
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